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SURVEY ON VOTING BEHAVIOUR AT ELECTION  

OF THE COUNCIL 

 

REPORT OF RESULTS 

 

 

THE SURVEY 

 

 In May 2019, the Task Force on Voting Behaviour conducted a survey to gain an 

understanding of Members’ participation in the election of the Council.  

 

2. The survey was administered to Corporate Members via email, and those without 

an email address but having a local residential address received and returned the 

survey by post.  

 

3. To address the issues of concerns with online survey, such as confidentiality and 

prevention of multiple entries, Members (with email addresses) were invited via an 

email containing the URL of the survey embedded with a unique token string, and 

each survey could only be submitted once. Accordingly, email invitations were sent to 

a total of 13,259 Corporate Members. Those Corporate Members without an email 

address amounted to 876 and they received hardcopy invitations by post. The data 

collection period was 14-31 May 2019. 

 

4. At the end of the data collection period, a total of 438 responses (online survey: 

355; hardcopy survey: 83), or 3% of Corporate Members, were received.
1
  The age 

of Members in the population ranged from 26 to 95. The distribution of age of the 

present respondents was comparable to that in the population (refer to p.4 of the 

Appendix for details). The proportions of male and female respondents were 91.8% 

and 6.2% respectively (no response: 2.1%), whereas in the population, male and 

female Members constituted 91.6% and 8.4% respectively. Further details of the 

survey respondent demographics are provided in the Appendix. 

  

                                                      
1
  The response rate is comparable to that of a recent online Survey on Women Engineers’ 

Employment Situation & Preference conducted by the HKIE Task Force on Women in Engineering 

of around 3.45%  
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SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS 

 

5. Slightly more than half of the respondents (51.1%) reported that they had voted 

in the elections of the Council in the past five years. As shown from the voter 

breakdowns by age, there were relatively fewer Members of age 45 or below who had 

voted in the Council election in the past five years (13.3% of total respondents) than 

those who had not voted in the same age group (21.7% of total respondents). Similar 

results were observed for Members of age over 65 (4.3% had voted in the past five 

years vs. 6.2% had not). Members of age 56-65 tended to be the most active groups of 

voters (20.8% had voted in the past five years vs. 11.2% had not), followed by those 

of age 46-55 (12.6% had voted in the past five years vs. 9.6% had not). 

 

6. The major reasons that motivated the respondents to vote was “familiarity and 

reputation of the candidates standing for election” (61.6%), followed by 

“Convenience of accessing the voting venue” (23.2%) and “Flexibility of the time 

windows for voting” (9.8%). These results showed that while convenient location and 

time were important factors affecting voter turnout, the candidates standing for 

election was the key reason driving participation in the election of the Council for the 

majority of Members who voted in the past five years.  

 

7. On the contrary, those who had not participated in the election of the Council in 

the past five years considered “more convenient voting location” to be the most 

important factor that would encourage them to vote in the future Council elections, 

followed by “more convenient time” and “more promotion of the candidates” 

(respectively 63.4%, 48.8% and 42.7% among those who had not voted in the past 

five years). Around one-third of the respondents also favoured “Incentive” (e.g. 

discount for Institutional Events, CPD hour) and “timely reminder e-mail and 

publicity”. It is also noted that some 13% of respondents proposed the use of online 

voting as a substitute for physical presence. 

 

Participation in the HKIE Election of the Council on 21 June 2018 

 

8. Among those respondents who had participated in the Council election in the 

past five years, 65.6% had voted on 21 June 2018. As predicted, the majority (63.3%) 

of these respondents cast their votes at the Kowloon Voting Centre at the PolyU and 

36.7% voted at the Hong Kong Voting Centre at the HKIE.  
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9. The results also showed that most of the Members who participated in the 

Council election on 21 June 2018 had voted in the Election of a New Vice President 

(97.3%) and the Election of Elected Ordinary Members (94.6%), whereas around 83% 

had voted in the Re-election of Incumbent Vice Presidents.
2
 

 

10. “Knew the candidate(s) and decided for oneself” and “Decided after reading the 

election materials from candidate(s)” were the major determinants for Members to 

decide on which candidates to vote for all the three categories of elections. For the 

election of Elected Ordinary Members, slightly more Members relied on candidates’ 

election materials for making decision (41%). Further, some Members made decision 

after meeting with/briefing by candidate(s) (8.2% to 11.2% for the three categories of 

elections). Only a negligible number of Members had voted randomly (0%-1.6%). 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

11. The results indicated that Members’ participation in the HKIE election of the 

Council in the past five years varied with age, with the degree of participation being 

greater with certain groups of Members (age between 46-65) than others (45 year-old 

or below and over 65). Further, the major determinant for voter turnout was found to 

be “familiarity and reputation of the candidates standing for election”, implying that 

those casting votes in the HKIE Council election placed greater emphasis on the 

qualities of the candidates. Nonetheless, for those not having voted in the past five 

years, they considered some enhanced arrangements such as “convenient voting 

location”, “convenient time” and “more promotion of candidates” as key factors 

encouraging them to vote. 

 

 

HKIE Task Force on Voting Behaviour 

19 September 2019 

                                                      
2
 In the HKIE election of Council in 2018, there were two candidates for re-election of Incumbent 

Vice Presidents, two candidates for Election of Election of a New Vice President and 10 candidates 

for the Election of Elected Ordinary Members. 
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Survey on Voting Behaviour at Election of the Council - Findings 

 

Q1. Have you ever voted in the Elections of the HKIE Council held on the day of the AGM 

in the past five years? 

 

Respondents: 438 

 

 
 

Breakdown by age 

 

 
35 or below 35-45 46-55 56-65 Over 65 No response Total 

Yes 5.5% 7.8% 12.6% 20.8% 4.3% 0.2% 51.1% 

No 7.5% 14.2% 9.6% 11.2% 6.2% 0.0% 48.6% 

No response 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.2% 

Total 13.0% 21.9% 22.1% 32.0% 10.7% 0.2% 100.0% 

 

 

2. Which of the following was the most important issue that motivated you to vote?    

 

Respondents: 224 (those having voted in the past five years) 

 

 Percentage No. of responses 

The familiarity and reputation of the candidates standing for election      61.6% 138 

Convenience of accessing the voting venue       23.2% 52 

Flexibility of the time windows for voting         9.8% 22 

Others  5.4% 12 

Total 100.0% 224 

 

Unsolicited responses for “Others” (12): 

 The right to vote / Member obligation / Duty of member / exercise the right in the 

capacity as member (4 mentions) 

 All of the above (2 mentions) 

 When I was not out of town 

 If my schedule fits and the familiarity of candidates 

 The election platform and opportunity to understand it 

51.1% 
48.6% 

0.2% 

Yes

No

No response
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 There are more candidates than the available places. 

 Familiarity, reputation and election materials with clear and solid policy plan and 

statement of the Candidates 

 On-line voting 

 

 

3. Did you vote in the following elections of the HKIE Council held on 21 June 2018? 

 

Respondents: 147(those having voted on 21 June 2018) 

 

 
 

 

4. Which centre did you cast your votes on 21 June 2018? 
 

Respondents: 147 
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5. How did you decide which candidate(s) to vote for on 21 June 2018? 

 

 

 

Re-election of 

Incumbent Vice 

Presidents 

Election of a New Vice 

President 

Election of Elected 

Ordinary Members 

 
 

Percentage No. of 

responses 

Percentage No. of 

responses 

Percentage No. of 

responses 

(a) Knew the candidate(s) and decided for 

oneself  

39.3% 48 37.8% 54 33.1% 46 

(b) Decided after reading the election 

materials from candidate(s)  

36.9% 45 35.0% 50 41.0% 57 

(c) Decided after meeting with/briefing by 

the candidate(s)  

8.2% 10 11.2% 16 8.6% 12 

(d) Decided after seeking others' opinions  4.9% 6 2.8% 4 3.6% 5 

(e) Voted for candidates from my own 

companies/ professional affiliations 

5.7% 7 9.8% 14 11.5% 16 

(f) Voted randomly  1.6% 2 1.4% 2 0.0% 0 

(g) Others 3.3% 4 2.1% 3 2.2% 3 

 Total 100% 122 100% 143 100% 139 

 

Unsolicited responses for “Others”: 

 
 

Re-election of 

Incumbent Vice 

Presidents 

Election of a New Vice 

President 

Election of Elected 

Ordinary Members 

(g) Others  No  other choice  (a) and (b )  (a) and (b) 

   all except (c) & (f)  all except (c) & (f)  all except (c) & (f) 

   Formality to support  Others  Others 

   Others   

 

 

6. If you have not voted in the past five years, which of the following would encourage you 

to vote in the future elections of the HKIE Council? (Multiple answers) 

 

Respondents: 213 (those who have not voted in the past five years) 

 

 Percentage No. of responses 

More convenient voting location 63.4% 135 

More convenient time 48.8% 104 

More promotion of the Candidate(s)  42.7% 91 

Incentive for voter (e.g discount for Institutional Events, CPD hour) 35.7% 76 

Timely reminder e-mail and publicity 32.4% 69 

Others 22.1% 47 

 

Unsolicited responses for “Others” (47) 

Voting online / Web vote / e-voting / Online voting system is recommended with 

reference to overseas institution / The member can vote in the future elections 

through online system which requires member to login / Consider allowing e-voting 

(voting via internet) instead of physical presence, which had been adopted by many 

international institutions, e.g. ICE, IStructE /  

28 mentions 

Post / Postal voting for senior members 4 mentions 
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Electronic systems / Through information technology system i.e. computer 2 mentions 

Promote the sense of belonging to the Institution / More promotion on how does the 

agenda vote relates to the benefit of society 

 

2 mentions 

Vote in weekend 1 mention 

The council runs like a small group of friends. Not attractive to cast a vote. 1 mention 

generate more interest, most elections seem to be a matter of formalities. 1 mention 

If there is real competitions 1 mention 

a debate among candidates prior to voting 1 mention 

Report and discuss on some large & controversial issues made during the last session 1 mention 

more open information of election process 1 mention 

pre-briefing for the changed clause 1 mention 

Indifference 1 mention 

none of the above/ not specified 3 mentions 

 

 

The Respondents (438) 

 

Age 

 

  
 

Note: 

 

Distribution of age of Members in the population: 

35 or below 35-45 46-55 56-65 Over 65 

11.1% 25.4% 27.0% 28.0% 8.6% 

  

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

13.0% 

21.9% 22.1% 

32.0% 

10.7% 

0.2% 
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Gender 

 

Note: 

 

Gender of Members in the population 

Male Female    

91.6% 8.4%    

 

 

Job level 

 

 

91.8% 

6.2% 2.1% 

Male

Female

No response
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